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EPISODE 110: ARE YOU REALLY AN ENTREPRENEUR? 

1. INITIATIVE 
• Original meaning of the word entrepreneur was “bearer of risk.” 
• Dictionary.com definition of entrepreneur:   A person who organizes and manages any 

enterprise, especially a business, usually with considerable initiative and risk. 
• Two characteristics found in every definition: initiative and risk. 
• A true entrepreneur has to be a self-starter and intrinsically motivated. 

2. COLLABORATION 
• Steven Johnson in “Where Good Ideas Come From: The Natural History of Innovation” 

“Folklore calls [Thomas] Edison the inventor of the lightbulb, but in truth the lightbulb 
came into being through a complex network of interactions between Edison and his 
rivals, each contributing key pieces to the puzzle along the way.” 

• Steve Jobs: “Great things in business are never done by one person. They're done by a 
team of people.” 

• An entrepreneur isn’t a lone wolf, locked away in a studio. Collaborates, interacts, is a 
lifelong learner, seeks help in areas of weakness. 

3. CURIOSITY 
• An entrepreneur is a natural explorer. 
• They seek breadth of knowledge, not just depth. 
• Curious about seemingly unrelated fields. 

4. RESILIENCE 
• Columnist Marilyn vos Savant, who has the third highest IQ ever recorded (228): “Being 

defeated is often a temporary condition. Giving up is what makes it permanent.” 
• Entrepreneurs have dogged persistence. Failure is just a stop along the way. 

5. VISION 
• Adam Grant in “Originals” describes “vuja de,” the opposite of déjà vu. “Déjà vu occurs 

when we encounter something new, but it feels as if we’ve seen it before. Vuja de is the 
reverse—we face something familiar, but we see it with a fresh perspective that 
enables us to gain new insights into old problems.” 

• Vision: looking at what everyone else is looking at but seeing what no one else sees. 
Seeing the end from the beginning. Seeing possibilities instead of barriers. 

 
 

Are there other communication-related topics you’d like to hear the Communication 
Guys address? Let us know on our Facebook page. 

https://www.facebook.com/CommunicationGuys/

